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the lower lialf of that great river was threatened. In November they
took Kiev, the former capital and traditionally holy city of Russia.
Still pushing westward, they forced the invaders from two railroad
junctions about ISO miles west of Kiev on the main north and
south line just east of the 1939 Soviet border. At this point, however,
their communication difficulties became serious, and for nearly a
fortnight the Germans went over to the counteroffensive, tempo-
rarily retaking both junctions, which remained in their hands until
about New Year's. Nevertheless, the Soviet advance, once resumed,
was continued. The offensive salient west of Kiev was first pushed
westward across the Polish border, then southward toward Ru-
mania. In the north .some ground was regained near hard-pressed
Leningrad. At the same time the German retreat on the whole was
skillful and orderly, without any such disaster as that at Stalingrad.
As the Germans* communications became shorter and their front
more contracted, they were able to maintain themselves with fewer
troops; probably from 180 to 200 Axis divisions now sufficed
where 220 to 230 had formerly stood. Toward the end of winter,
as the advance continued, the German Balkan satellites began vis*
ibly to waver.

In March the Red Army, still advancing, crossed the Dniester
reached the Prut, and on the extreme southern flank took Verno-
leninsk on the shores of the Black Sea. In May, as the spring thaws
with their bottomless mud began, Sevastopol was taken, but the
Germans were able to save most of the Crimean garrison by sea.
Weather then halted active operations.

Although some observers charged the German High Command
with weakness and vacillation in not sooner withdrawing their
Crimean troops and attributed this to the personal interference of
Hitler, the point is not certain. It should not be forgotten that Fodh.
was subsequently praised for having insisted during the defensive
phase of his 1918 campaign that no ground should be given up
without a fight

From February to July of '43 the only ground action in the Pa*
cific was the American recapture of the Aleutian island of Attu
from the Japanese in May, an operation which served little strategic
purpose. The difficulty of keeping in touch with one's enemy in the
fog-bound Aleutians and the consequent unimportance of that